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SUBJECT:  "A  LIE"'  COAT."  Information  from  home  economists  of  the  U.  S.  Department 
of  Agriculture . 
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If  these  cool  October  days  have  set  you  to  thinking  about  a  good  warm  coat 
for  this  winter,   I  have  some  suggestions  today  that  may  interest  you.  My 
suggestions  are  all  about  how  to  buy  a  coat — how  to  know  by  looking,  and  feeling, 
and  reading  labels  whether  you  are  getting  your  money's  worth  or  not. 

Clothing  specialists  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  offer  these 
suggestions  about  some  of  the  special  problems  a  coat  shopper  will  have  this  year. 

"This  year,"  they  say,   "buying  a  winter  coat  is  a  problem  with  many  new 
angles.    For  even  the  moment  you  start  '.just  looking'  you'll  see  some  of  the 
effects  of  the  national  and  international  situations. 

"For  instance,  you'll  see  that  wool  prices  are  on  the  rise.  You'll  know 
that  silk,  used  for  linings,  is  having  a  situation  all  its  own.  .  .and  that  furs, 
favorite  trim  for  coats,  are  on  the  taxable  luxury  list." 

Consequently,  many  of  this  season's  coats  stress  simplicity  —  both  of 
style  and  of  material.     And  my  prediction  is  that  smart  unfurred  box  and  prin- 
cess styles  will  be  more  popular  than  ever  this  year.     They're  low  in  cost.  And 
you  can  wenr  them  for  several  years  and  still  not  be  out  of  style. 

3ut  back  to  the  coat  buying  suggestions  from  Clarice  Scott,  clothing 
specialist  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture.     Miss  Scott  says: 

"In  line  with  the  general  accent  on  conservation  of  materials,  you'll  be 

use  this  year  to  give  closer  attention  than  ever  to  details  of  coat  Quality. 

Jhis  coat  may  have  to  last  you  a  little  longer  than  usual.     By  careful  buying 

you'll  make  sure  you  get  the  very  best  materials  you  can  afford — and  a  coat  that 
really  is  -ell -made." 


Nov  for  some  of  those  details  of  coat  quality. 

First  of  all,  you  want  a  coat  to  fit  right,  so  take  the  time  to  check 
every  detail  of  fit  before  you  buy.     See  if  the  sleeves  are  long  enough.     Can  you 
walk,  sit,  and  reach  in  the  coat  comfortably?    Can  you  button  up  the  collar  without 
feeling  choked? 

Cf  coarse  you  know  that  anything  that  feels  uncomfortable  in  a  coat  when 
you  first  try  it  on  will  be  more  and  more  annoying  after  you  wear  the  coat  awhile. 
Uncomfortable  shoulders,  a  collar  that  rides  up  on  your  neck,  or  other  things 
like  that  will  make  you  dissatisfied  every  time  you  wear  your  coat. 

Next,  find  out  the  material  the  coat  is  made  of — the  outside,  the  inside, 
from  collar  to  hem. 

This  year  you'll  find  a  new  kind  of  helpful  label  on  coats  that  have  as 
much  as  5  percent  wool  in  them.     For  the  new  "7ool  Products  Labeling  Act,  effective 
since  last  July,  makes  it  compulsory  that  a  wool  coat  be  honestly  labeled  as  to 
how  much  wool  it  has,  the  kind  of  wool,  and  the  manufacturer's  name. 

For  instance,  a  w0ol  coat  that  is  labeled  "all  wool"  or  "all  virgin  wool" 
must  actually  be  100  percent  new  wool.     The  two  other  kinds  of  wool  that  may  make 
up  your  coat  are  "reprocessed"  wool  and  "reused"  wool. 

Reprocessed  wool  has  been  made  up  once  before — but  never  used — then 
unraveled  and  woven  again.     Good  reprocessed  wool  is  better  than  poor  quality  ne^' 
*ool. 

Reused  wool  has  not  only  been  woven  but  it  has  actually  been  used — then 
rewoven.    Reused  ~'ool  is  sometimes  called  "shoddy."     It  may  give  better  service 
than  poor  reprocessed  wool.     But  generally,  reused  ,vool  is  not  as  good  a  buy  as 
similar  grades  of  new  or  reprocessed  wool. 

Next  look  at  the  lining.     Rayon  linings  have  been  taking  the  place  of  more 
and  more  silk  linings  in  the  nast  few  years.     And  with  the  ban  on  raw  silk  imports 
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now,  it  probably  will  be  even  more  so  this  year.     For  most  purposes,  good-quality 
rayon  linings  are  highly  satisfactory.     Just  one  word  of  warning,  though.  Be 
sure  that  the  seams  in  rayon  linings  are  generous  and  well-stitched.  Otherwise 
they  may  fray  badly. 

Between  the  coat  material  and  the  lining  is  the  interlining.     And  you  want 
to  look  at  this,  too.     For  the  interlining  has  much  to  do  with  how  warm  the  coat 
is.   ^ool  interlinings  are  lightweight  and  warm,  and  they're  not  bulky.  Inter- 

lingings  of  napped  cotton  arc  not  heavy  enough  for  coats  for  really  cold  weather. 
Interlinings  of  chamois  material  are  warm  and  act  as  windbreakers  as  well.  And 
quilted  wool  makes  a  warm  interlining,  oxit  one  that  is  somewhat  bulky.     If  the 

interlining  is  seamed  separately  from  the  lining,  the  coat  looks  better  and  fits 
better. 

And  finally,  here  are  a  few  other  easy- to-check  details  to  show  whether 
or  not  a  coat  is  well  made. 

You'll  see  th^t  a  coat  is  accurately  cut  with  the  grain  of  the  cloth — if  it 
hangs  straight  when  you  try  it  on.     The  right  front  should  lap  evenly  over  the 
left  front. 

A  veil-made  coat  is  hemmed  and  finished  off  with  silk  ribbon  binding.  The 
coat  front  is  faced  back,  and  you  can  tell  that  this  facing  was  sewed  down  securely 
tefore  the  lining  wrs  put  on.     This  extra  stitching  prevents  an  unattractive  roll 
of  the  coat  front. 

The  seams  on  a  coat  shoald  lie  flat,  and  be  bound  with  pre  shrunk  taps.  The 

thread  all  through  the  coat  should  be  strong  and  match  the  coat  materials. 

A  good  coat  lining  fits  into  the  outside  coat  smoothly.     It  has  a  hem 
separate  from  the  coat,  ^hich  is  joined  to  the  coat  only  at  the  front  facings  and 

at  each  seam.     There  ne-^s  to  be  a  pleat  about  three-fourths  of  an  inch  deep  the 

frill  length  of  the  center  back  of  the  lining.     This  is  tacked  at  the  waistline  and 
^ower  edge. 

There  are  other  details  of  coat  quality — too — buttonholes — buttons — fur 
trim.    3ut  I  haven't  time  to  mention  any  more  of  these.     However,   just  let  me 
reaind  you  again  that  the  best  -avs  to  check  a  coat  ouality  are  by  loo_king  at  — 
leeling  o  f — and  t ryi ng  on.     And  for  hidden  qualities  such  as  shrinkage  and  color- 

astness,  look  for  labels--def inite  labels  with  factual  information  on  them.  If 
there  are  no  such  labels,  the  next  best  thing  is  to  ask  the  clerk  or  the  store's 

■^r  about  any  hidden  quality  you  need  to  check. 
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